
CITY OF APOPKA 
 

Minutes of the regular City Council meeting held on July 3, 2013, at 1:30 p.m., in the City 

of Apopka Council Chambers. 
 

PRESENT:  Mayor John Land 

   Commissioner Bill Arrowsmith 

Commissioner Billie Dean 

Commissioner Marilyn U. McQueen  

  Commissioner Joe Kilsheimer 

 

 

PRESS PRESENT:    John Peery - The Apopka Chief 

 

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Mayor Land gave the Invocation. He 

said tomorrow is Independence Day, the 4
th

 of July, and on that day in 1776, the Second 

Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence. After the first part of it that said 

“all men are created equal”, then they listed the charges against the King which were long, and 

then they made a pledge at the end of the Declaration, pledging to each other, as follows:  “and 

for the support of this Declaration with a firm reliance on the protection of Devine Providence, 

we mutually pledge to each other, our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.” History would 

show that many lost their lives and many of them lost their fortune, but no one’s honor was 

blemished. They were true to their pledge and remained on until the Country was free.  He asked 

everyone to reflect on their dedication, as he led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION   

 

1. Jerry A. Bowser – Public Services/Waste Water Plants – Five Year Service Award - Mayor 

Land said Jerry was not present and would be presented his award at a later time. 

 

2. Stephanie M. Gibbs – Police/Communications – Ten Year Service Award - Mayor Land said 

Stephanie was not present and would be presented her award at a later time. 

 

3. Phil R. Hardy – Public Services/Fleet Management – Ten Year Service Award - Mayor Land 

said Phil was not present and would be presented his award at a later time. 

 

4. David L. Whitty – Police/Support Services – Ten Year Service Award - Mayor Land said 

Dave started working for the City on June 16, 2003, as a Code Enforcement Officer, which is 

his current position.  The City Council joined Mayor Land in congratulating Dave on his 

years of service to the City.  

 

5. Brett E. Webster – Police/Field Services – Fifteen Year Service Award - Mayor Land said 

Brett started working for the City June 1, 1998, as a Police Officer, which is his current 

position.  The City Council joined Mayor Land in congratulating Brett on his years of service 

to the City. 

 

6. Alvin Hagins – Public Services/Grounds – Twenty Year Service Award - Mayor Land said 

Al started working for the City on June 30, 1993, as a Laborer I for Street Maintenance.  His  
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 title changed to Maintenance Worker I on October 6, 1993.  He was reclassified to 

Maintenance Worker II on February 15, 1995.  Al was reclassified to Streets Specialist on 

January 25, 1998.  On April 15, 2003, he was transferred to Grounds, and effective July 6, 

2008, he was reclassified to Grounds Specialist, which is his current position.  The City 

Council joined Mayor Land in congratulating Al on his years of service to the City. 

 

7. Beatrice Franqui – Administrative Services – Twenty-Five Year Service Award - Mayor 

Land said Bea began working for the City on June 6, 1988, as a Building Permit Clerk.  On 

April 11, 1991, Bea was reclassified to Administrative Secretary for the Fire Department.  

Bea had a title change to Secretary III on December 6, 1993.  She was promoted to 

Administrative Assistant on December 6, 1996.  On October 23, 2001, she was reclassified to 

Administrative Service Manager, which is her current position. The City Council joined 

Mayor Land in congratulating Bea on her many years of service to the City. 

 

 

PRESENTATIONS  There were no presentations. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

1. Authorize the issuance of a Peddler's Permit to Sylvester Merriweather for the sale of fresh 

fruits and vegetables from his van. 

 

2. Accept the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the fiscal year ended 

September 30, 2012. 
 

3. Approve the Disbursement Report for the month of June 2013. 

 

MOTION was made by Commissioner Arrowsmith, and seconded by Commissioner Dean, 

to approve the 3 items of the Consent Agenda. Motion carried unanimously, with Mayor 

Land, and Commissioners Arrowsmith, Dean, McQueen, and Kilsheimer voting aye. 

 

SPECIAL REPORTS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS - There were no special reports or public 

hearings. 

 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS  
 

Mayor Land said Ordinance No. 2315 meets the requirements for adoption, having been duly 

advertised in The Apopka Chief on June 21, 2013. 

 

1. ORDINANCE NO. 2315 - SECOND READING & ADOPTION - CHANGE OF 

ZONING – Apopka Woods, LLC – From R-1 to R-2, for property located north of West 

McCormick Road, east of Marden Road. (Parcel ID No. 08-20-28-0000-00-007) 

 

The City Clerk read the title as follows: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2315 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING 

THE ZONING FROM R-1 TO R-2 FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY  
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GENERALLY LOCATED NORTH OF THE W. MCCORMICK ROAD 

AND WEST OF MARDEN ROAD, COMPRISING 24.82 ACRES, MORE 

OR LESS AND OWNED BY APOPKA WOODS, LLC; PROVIDING FOR 

DIRECTIONS TO THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, 

SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

Mayor Land opened the meeting for a public hearing. No one wishing to speak he closed the 

public hearing. 

 

MOTION was made by Commissioner Dean, and seconded by Commissioner McQueen, to 

adopt Ordinance No. 2315. Motion carried unanimously with Mayor Land, and 

Commissioners Arrowsmith, Dean, McQueen, and Kilsheimer voting aye. 

 

SITE APPROVALS 

 

1.  FINAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN – Cooper Palms Commerce Park – Owned by 

Property Industrial Enterprises, Inc., c/o Michael Cooper, property located south of 1st 

Street, north of 3rd Street, east of South Bradshaw Road, and west of South Hawthorne 

Avenue. 

 

Community Development Director Jay Davoll gave a summary of the project. He outlined a list 

of waiver requests, outlined in the staff report.  He requested the staff report be incorporated into 

and made a part of these meeting minutes. 

 

Mayor Land opening the meeting for a public hearing. No one wishing to speak, he closed the 

public hearing. 

 

MOTION was made by Commissioner McQueen, and seconded by Commissioner 

Kilsheimer, to approve the Final Development Plan/Plat, as recommended. 
 

Commissioner Arrowsmith abstained from voting as the owner/applicant is a client of the bank 

he serves as Senior Vice President. He will file a Form 8B. 

 

Motion carried 4-0 with Mayor Land, and Commissioners Dean, McQueen and Kilsheimer 

voting aye, and Commissioner Arrowsmith abstaining and filing a Form 8B.  

 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS AND BIDS - Chief Administrative Officer Richard Anderson 

reported the City has been meeting with the Orange County Public Schools regarding the bus 

depot being located at Apopka Memorial Middle School. The City had issued a Stop Order on 

the bus depot as it does not comply with the City’s Comprehensive Plan. The discussion included 

sharing of the City’s fueling facility on a temporary basis until an alternative site can be 

determined. 

 

MAYOR'S REPORT  

 

Mayor Land said, on behalf of the City Council and the City of Apopka, he wished to extend 

deepest sympathy to Apopka Police Officer Josean Velez-Cantres, and his family, on the loss of 

their 3-year-old daughter, Brie. He applauded the members of the Police Department for their 

support of one another. 
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Mayor Land also announced the Apopka Food Truck Round-Up will be held on Thursday, July 

11
th

, 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., at Kit Land Nelson Park (The date changed to accommodate people 

celebrating July 4
th

 with their families.) 

 

The Mayor led discussion in regard to scheduling a budget workshop. The City Council chose to 

call the Budget Workshop immediately following the August 4, 2013, regular City Council 

meeting. 

 

OLD BUSINESS  
 

1.  COUNCIL - There was no old business from the Council. 

 

2.  PUBLIC -  

 

Mike Cooper thanked the City Council on the clean-up operation of the west side of Bradshaw 

Road. He also thanked staff for working with him on the infrastructure. He said the City is 

moving in the right direction, and concluded by saying, “I can’t say enough about what the City 

is doing.” 

 

NEW BUSINESS  
 

1.  COUNCIL -  

 

Commissioner Dean thanked CAO Anderson and staff for installing a wrought-iron fence around 

the retention pond at the Apopka Elementary School. 

 

Commissioner McQueen inquired when the road construction in that area will be completed. 

CAO Anderson replied that it is targeted to be completed by August 1, however there may be 

some delay due to the rainy weather. 

 

2.  PUBLIC - There was no new business from the public. 

 

ADJOURNMENT - There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 2:08 

p.m. 

 

 

 

        ______________________________ 

        John H. Land, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________ 

Janice G. Goebel, City Clerk 


